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was written in 1546, probably in the late summer or early
autumn, when Surrey was at Kenninghall.
It would seem that the command to the painter in Surrey's
letter refers to the portrait at Arundel Castle. The tablet in the
base of the broken pillar on which Surrey is leaning was un-
doubtedly intended to contain something other than it does;
although the rest of the pillar is very light in color, this rec-
tangular space has been daubed over with dark paint. It is
"all dowbet." The Duke of Richmond was Surrey's dearest
friend, who died just when he and Surrey were reaching man-
hood. The symbolism suggested by a portrait of Richmond
painted on the base of the broken column upon which Surrey
is leaning offers a very probable explanation of the meaning of
Surrey's command to the painter.
The motto now inscribed over the obliterated tablet, "SAT
SVPER EST," may refer to the death of Surrey's friend as
well as to Surrey's recall from Boulogne, which has been sug-
gested to explain Surrey's second son's letter containing the
statement, "Wherefore, if the dew of my devotion may be
drawn up by the beams of your remorse (pity), 'Sat Superest;'
as once my father [Surrey] wrote on the breach of a distressed
hope."7
If the evidence of this letter is accepted to verify the in-
scribed date on the portrait, the portrait was painted in the
summer or autumn of 1546. This makes it possible to compute
that Henry Howard was born in 1517. Evidence discovered
by G. F. Nott indicates that his birth took place in the spring
of that year, for he found
a curious household book . . . containing an exact account of the
expenses of the Earl of Surrey's family., from his going to live at
Tendring Hall, in 1513, until the time of his father's death in 1524.
From that book it appears that the Earl of Surrey passed the
spring and summer months at Tendring Hall; and that he moved
regularly on the 2gth of October to Hunsdon, which he made his
winter residence. He was himself frequently absent on public
business; and the Countess was occasionally absent during her
7 As printed in Nott, p. ix, from "Henry Howard's Letter to Queen Elizabeth.
Lambeth MSS. DCCXLao."